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SPRING TALK
Sunday 14 April at 7.30pm
at Hotel du Vin, Cannizaro House
West Side Common SW19 4UE
A World in One Room
A talk by Jack Andrews, guide at Kew Gardens,
introducing the botanical paintings of Marianne North,
which are housed in the gallery she had built in Kew
Gardens. This remarkable Victorian traveller and
painter traversed the globe, capturing the world’s flora
with her paintbrush and recording her experiences in
her journal, “Recollections of a Happy Life”.
Jack will be accompanied by Sophie Jones, a Guide
Lecturer for Historic Royal Palaces, in the role of
Marianne North, who will quote from her published
memoirs.
This promises to be a most stimulating evening and
very popular for lovers of plants portrayed in art.
We recommend early booking.
Please note we shall not be sending tickets but will confirm your booking by email or post.

Please reserve me ..... tickets (£7.50 each) for the Spring Talk. Cheques made payable to:
Friends of Cannizaro Park with Spring Talk on the back.
Name:

......................................................................................................

Addresss:

......................................................................................................
......................................................................................................

Telephone no:

....................................................

Email address:

....................................................

Return with payment to: Juliet Willis, FOCP, c/o Willow House, 35 High Street, Wimbledon SW19 5BY.
Alternatively, please pay by Bank Transfer to: Friends of Cannizaro Park, Sort code: 77 30 13, Account No:
86188368. Please include ‘Spring Talk’ as the reference and it is essential that you also email confirmation
of your payment to: info@cannizaropark.com to ensure that we can confirm your places have been reserved.

Trustee News
Our special thanks are given to Nick Thomas
and Den Anderson who have stepped down
from the Trustees. Nick was our Treasurer
for 10 years and was invaluable in managing
all our financial affairs. Den has raised a
fantastic amount of money for the Friends
with her annual autumn Bridge Drive and was
also our Secretary.
We are delighted to welcome on board
Simon Ingall, our new Treasurer, and Caroline
Newsholme, whose legal background will be
a huge benefit to our team.

Tree Labelling
Project
We are making great progress with our Tree
Labelling Project and have now produced
a second draft of the tree map showing 40
trees, with information about each overleaf.
You can pick up a leaflet from the box by our
Notice Board at the main entrance. We would
welcome your feedback via our website.
The next stage will be to get labels on the
trees with a QR code for extra information
and to produce a larger map. We’re also
planning to have a page on our website
dedicated to the Tree Project, and in due
course this will feature suggested Tree Walks.

Evelyn Hastings,
a founder member of the Friends of Cannizaro Park
We are sad to announce the death early this year of Evelyn Hastings.
Evelyn was a professional artist living in Beech Close at the time and in 1995 she led the
campaign to oppose Merton Council’s decision to cease locking the gates of Cannizaro
Park overnight. Already the leader of a sub-Committee of the local Residents’ Association
regarding Park related matters, she received a grant from that association to set up a
Friends’ Group, becoming its first Chairperson in 1996. Some of that early group took on
the role of locking and unlocking the gates but, as our current chairperson Chris Mountford
said at the time, a Friends’ Group would also help preserve the beauty and safety of the
gardens following years of a decline in maintenance due to Merton’s need to cut costs.
Evelyn dedicated herself to the needs of the Park for the following few years before moving
to Suffolk. Our debt to her is significant.

New Year Notes
We have been very fortunate in 2018 that as a problem has arisen a sponsor
has appeared to cover the costs.
Our first task was the need to supply electricity
for heating to the Aviary to keep the birds warm
during winter, in compliance with a recommendation
from the RSPB. At the same time, we decided to
run a pipe to supply water. The full cost of about
£2000 was given by a local Friend who wishes to
remain anonymous. The volunteers, as usual, have
done brilliantly to clear the route, dig a trench
and reinstate it after the cable was laid. This work
was done in association with Merton Council who
approved the project and the methods. We’re now
planning some major repairs to the woodwork and
would welcome any sponsors, interested in funding
this essential work.
The next project we embarked upon in
November was the area by the steps down
to the pond. Here the volunteers have
worked strenuously to clear weeds, ivy and
small trees, and to expose the steps and the
support wall; however, the work has revealed
the poor condition of parts of the wall. A local
building company saw the damage and offered
to carry out the works free of charge. Thanks
to John Dalton of Jcd Construction. We have
now mulched the whole area and planted
Azaleas. We have some lovely views and look
forward to seeing the fruits of our labours in spring. We have plans to develop the
area by the lower path which is always flooded into a wetland.
In January this year we were able to realise
our goal to replace some of the ageing
Rhododendrons, Azaleas and some unusual
trees and shrubs, thanks to the generosity
of several sponsors. The £1,000 raised
enabled us to select and purchase a wide
range of plants. This month the Volunteers
finished planting all the new bushes and
trees. We will be arranging a mulching
Sunday soon and will call on members to
help.

