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SPRING TALK

Sunday 15 April at 7.30pm
at Hotel du Vin, Cannizaro House
West Side Common SW19 4UE

Life and Times of a Modern Head Gardener
Alan Sargent

Consultant to several major gardens,
Head Gardener to Goodwood Estate,
and award-winning horticultural journalist.
Join us for a unique talk with a ‘behind-the-scenes’ narrative. We look
forward to an entertaining and informative evening with refreshments
after the talk.
For tickets, please complete the form below.
Early booking is recommended, as seating is limited.

Your opportunity to help
in the Rose Garden!
On Sunday 15 April, when the crocuses will
be finished, we are planning to mulch the rose
beds and to plant several new rose bushes. We
need plenty of willing volunteers to roll up their
sleeves, help spread the mulch and dig the beds.
Please come and help? We’ll meet in the Rose
Garden at 10.30. Bring some gardening gloves if
you have a pair.

Why not make it a Cannizaro day?
Gardening in the morning, Spring Talk in the evening!

Please send me ..... tickets (£7.50 each) for the Spring Talk (cheques made payable to:
Friends of Cannizaro Park.)
Name:

......................................................................................................

Addresss:

......................................................................................................
......................................................................................................

Telephone no:

....................................................

Return with payment to: Juliet Willis, FOCP, c/o Willow House, 35 High Street, Wimbledon SW19 5BY.
Alternatively please pay by Bank Transfer to:
Friends of Cannizaro Park, Lloyds Bank, Sort code: 77 30 13, Account No: 86188368.
Please include your name as a reference and email confirmation of payment to: info@cannizaropark.com

Trustee News
Our new website is up and running at www.cannizaropark.com and we do hope you find it more informative and
user-friendly.
In December we enjoyed the hospitality of Hotel du Vin for our evening of Christmas Carols. Despite the freezing
and snowy conditions, a good number of Friends were able to attend. The wine, canapés and mince pies were an
excellent start to the festive season.
The Volunteers have been hard at it every week throughout the winter, working together to support Martin, our
Head Gardener. Venture into the Mediterranean Garden and you will be amazed to see how much of the undergrowth
they have cut back both to help the trees to flourish and to clear the area of unwanted brambles. Our long-term
plan is to replant the central area of the Mediterranean Garden over the next year or so.
The Trustees are taking advice regarding compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) act which
will come into force from 25 May 2018. We will be seeking your agreement for the Friends of Cannizaro to hold data
that enables us to communicate with you, receive membership charges, claim Gift Aid and other related process. We
will never give or sell these data to other organisations and will ensure appropriate data protection measures are
followed.

Journal of a
Litter-picker

Important: Subscriptions increase
and update

Winter is a lean time for
litter-pickers but Spring
is on its way and among
the snow drops I spot the
first wet wipes and, if I’m
lucky, the glint of a crisp
packet. You’ll think I’m
obsessed; perhaps I am.
My litter picking stick is
adorned with a toy Womble
and when I set out with
my plastic sack, I am
determined to find litter.
If I don’t find it, I scour the road outside the park to get
my fix. Of course, there’s rubbish and rubbish; picking
up the remains of a picnic ravaged by foxes and spread
over a large area isn’t much fun, but it’s a pleasure to
find an empty bottle of Jägermeister and five empty
cans of Red Bull. One day, neatly arranged, I found
a test paper in GCSE organic chemistry, two empty
biscuit wrappers, two empty bottles of Sprite and a
condom wrapper – inspiration for a novel, maybe. When
clearing up after the foxes last year I heard a patrician
voice behind me. “What are you up to?”. I muttered
something about helping the community. “Ah ha,” the
voice came back, “Community Service, eh? What were
you sent down for?”

As we hope many of you will already have seen,
after very careful consideration, the Trustees have
decided we need to raise our annual and Life Member
subscriptions. Annual subscriptions have not increased
for a number of years, and Life Membership has
remained unchanged since it was first introduced.
Meanwhile costs have inevitably risen and our income
will not keep pace with expenditure unless we act.
So, with effect from 1 April, annual membership will
increase from £10 to £15, and new Life Membership
will increase from £100 to £150. Of course, existing
Life Members are unaffected by the increase. If you
currently pay by Standing Order, please contact your
Bank and ask for the payment to be increased to the
new rate. Unfortunately, we are not able to make this
change on behalf of Members ourselves.
However, we plan to introduce a new online payment
option in the next few months. It is hoped that this
will come with the choice of payment by Direct Debit
or Standing Order. In any event it will provide a more
flexible payment option to help attract new members,
make donating simple, as well as providing some useful
administrative benefits to the management of the
Friends.

