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annizaro Park is a haven for a large variety
of the native British animals with the
notable exception of the deer family. All
of the mammals are generally wary of humans
and try to avoid us, the exception being the Grey
Squirrel which seems to love our company both
for food and the opportunity to find a nice dry,
warm space in the loft. This does not mean to
say that the presence of the rest of the animals
is not noticed on the park.
The foxes live in a number of different sites,
creating their Earths in the wooded areas and
having less extensive summer residences
beneath shrubs and occasionally can be seen
sunbathing on building roofs or quiet places.
The badgers have an extensive sett in the woods
and the presence of the moles and the rabbits
can be seen in a number of places. The mice,
shrews, voles, hedgehogs, weasels and stoats
generally keep well away from us hiding in their
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favourite places or only coming out at night. The
best places for bats are around the pond and
on the back lawns. Check for them just around
dusk and are best seen when having the sky as
a backdrop, this shows their silhouette against
the background.
Not all of the animals are appreciated all the
time; rabbits can eat many of our favourite
plants. Foxes dig for food, especially beetles,
on the grass areas. The badgers dig all over the
place and the moles create their eponymous
hills any where they want, it seems nothing gets
in their way.
In their defence all of the animals on the park
carry out some good work. They dispose of
carrion, catch worms and slugs and most
importantly form a balanced ecosystem or
habitat which benefits not only the members but
the community around.
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Fox

FOX
Vulpes vulpes
This member of the dog family is a true survivor.
It occupies all areas of the country and seems to
survive as well in towns as in its traditional habitat.
There are several families on and around the park
all of them hungry and all scavenging for food.
High pitched shrieks are often made particularly
when the adults want the young to leave and find
a place of their own. Often seen at dawn and dusk
or relaxing in the sun on a warm summer day.

Badger

BADGER
Meles meles
The badger is a protected species with its own
Act of Parliament. They live in family groups with
the entire group responsible for bringing up the
young but occasionally young males leave to join
other setts Though classified as being a carnivore,
badgers are effectively omnivorous most of their
diet consists of earthworms, although they also eat
insects, spiders, small mammals, eggs and berries.

Hedgehog

HEDGEHOG
Erinaceous europaeus
This very helpful little mammal is shy and is usually
only seen at dawn and dusk but it is getting scarce.
They eat worms and slugs often wandering across
open areas gathering food as they go. In cold
winter weather hedgehogs may hibernate in piles
of leaves and twigs.
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Bat

BAT
Pippistrellus spp
There are three species, the two types of Pippistrelle
and the Dorbenton, flying over the park all looking
very much the same. The only mammal capable of
free flight, the bat catches its insect prey on the wing
by detecting them with echo location, which is a most
remarkable feat. They appear at dusk and fly for the
first part of the night while the insects are out. They
return at dawn and spend the day resting in small
groups or individually in crevices in tree or under roof
tiles. They hibernate or have long sleeps in the colder
winter time thereby saving valuable energy.

Rabbit

RABBIT
Oryctolagus cuniculus
The common rabbit was introduced by the Romans.
And at one time it was such a delicacy that special
areas were reserved for them and managed for
them. Next to the park is Warren Farm and the Green
keeper lives at Warren Cottage both indicating their
use many centuries ago. Now, in the park they are
a bit of a pest: they are strictly vegetarian and have
the habit of digging scrapes as well as digging
extensive networks of holes (burrows) mainly on the
dryer areas.

Mole

MOLE
Talpa europaea
This common animal is rarely seen as it lives
underground in an extensive network of tunnels
where it feeds on worms and insects. It’s a real
problem for the green keeper as its constant
excavations lead to the characteristic mole hill
seen on the park.
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Grey Squirrel

GREY SQUIRREL
Sciurus carolinensis
To some this is an attractive furry animal. To others
it is a serious pest and the destroyer of our native
Red squirrel and trees from which they strip bark..
It is mainly a seed eater but will eat a wide range of
food if its there. In the park, they eat the bark from
some trees, the buds, flowers and seeds. They
store food for winter, as they do not hibernate.
Stores are known as caches and they can make up
to a thousand of them and remember them with
amazing accuracy.

Weasel

WEASEL
Mustela nivalis
This is the smallest of the carnivores and has a very
aggressive manner when hunting. It can kill a rabbit
but will just as happily kill a mouse. It is very elusive
as it often hunts from ambush. Most often seen in
the spring mating season when the males become
aggressive and defend their territory. It has many
dens and will move around to gain best advantage
in terms of prey as they have to eat about half their
own body weight each day to survive.

Stoat

STOAT
Mustela erminea
The difference between the stoat and the Weasel
is that the Stoat is slightly bigger, only a few inches,
but significant. Its relatives are the source of ermine
as the northern ones turn white in winter Stoats eat
other mammals such as mice, shrews, rabbits and
they also prey on birds and their eggs.
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Field Mouse

FIELD MOUSE
Apodemus sylvaticus
Some times called the long tailed field mouse to
distinguish it from their worldwide relatives. It is a
small shy creature but occasionally can be seen
sitting, preening its whiskers or eating a berry.
Normally vegetarian but in late winter they often
eat snails and insects. They are a major source of
food for kestrels, sparrow hawks and owls and are
good climbers.

Common Shrew

COMMON SHREW
Sorex araneus
This highly territorial small mammal lives in the
woods and in rough areas of low shrubs and
grass. They are always running around looking
for food, insects, worms and snails, as they have
to consume at least their own body weight in food
each day. All shrews are protected species as they
are becoming rare through their habitat and food
being destroyed.

Common Vole

COMMON VOLE
Microtus agrestis
This small mouse like animal is different from the
Field Mouse by having a very short tail; it is very
common, living in grassy areas and in woodlands. It
is a vegetarian and generally causes few problems.
It is prey for owls and kestrels as well as the weasel
and the fox. It lives in burrows but often makes nests
from grass and other dry vegetation above ground.
It is very shy, who wouldn’t be with so many hunters
after it, and is generally seen scuttling from hiding
place to hiding place.
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